
Dear HRMS Families, 

 This edition of the HRMS News contains information on Arena Parent Conferences, Used Book Sale, School Safety, and 

the March issue of the Middle Years. 

Arena Parent Teacher Conferences 

Spring Arena Style Parent Teacher Conferences will be held Thursday, March 8 and Tuesday, March 13 between 3:45-
7:15 in the cafeteria.  We have made changes to our conferences in an attempt to “reduce congestion” and facilitate 
easier conferences but please understand that our teachers have as many as 225 student contacts. 

 We are encouraging parents with last names that begin with the letter A through K to come on 3/8. 
 We are encouraging parents with last names that begin with the letter L through Z to come on 3/13 
 Please don’t worry If you are unable to make the above fit with your calendar…the important part is that you 

come to conferences 
 Teachers will be rotating through dinner breaks starting at 5:15 and ending at 6:45 At least 4 teachers from each 

grade level or specialist team will be available at all times. 
 Please limit your conference to a maximum of 10 minutes per teacher.  Please schedule appointments if 

additional time is needed.  
 We will have 3 Spanish/English Interpreters available. 
 Please remember that no appointments are needed! 

 Used Book Sale 

Ms. Wheeler from the HRMS Library is organizing a USED BOOK SALE.  Please donate your quality, gently used books to 
the library before the sale events that will happen inside the HRMS Cafeteria between 3:45-7:15 PM on March 8 and 
March 13 (during Parent Teacher Conferences).  All proceeds will go towards buying NEW BOOKS for our Panthers! 

 On-Track for Success Reports 

 Introduction 

 You will receive an On-Track Report this weekend or early next week.   This report correlates data about your student 

with research on high school graduation rates.  The following information is used on this report; Attendance, Behavior, 

Grades, and the Essential Skills.  Students are placed into one of three categories based on the data; On-Track, Some Risk, 

and At-Risk.  

 Please note that students will have Some Risk even if they have high grades and good behavior and/or are missing state 

test scores or have less than 90% attendance.  Students are required to demonstrate their Essential Skills on a 

standardized test to earn a regular education high school diploma in Oregon. 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 What is the ON-Track Report? 

Hood River County’s On-Track for Success Report is a research-based measurement that identifies students who are on-

track to graduate with a regular Oregon diploma, those who are falling behind, and those who are at-risk of not 

graduating.  This tool is only an indicator of a child’s recent performance, and serves as a gauge of their progress toward 

high school graduation. 

  



How are the On-Track results determined? 

The On-Track rating is determined by adding up the total points assigned in the areas of A, B, C and 

E: Attendance, Behavior, Course Work, Essential Skills (at some grade levels).  The total score from the four indicators 

results in a rating of On-Track, Some Risk, or At-Risk. 

 What are the Essential Skills? 

The Essential Skills are reading, writing, mathematics and extended application.  Oregon students must show they are 

proficient in these Essential Skills in order to graduate with a regular diploma.  All grade levels are aligned toward earning 

a diploma, and what happens each step of the way directly impacts a student’s ability to graduate. 

 If my child is not On-Track, does it mean they won’t graduate from high school? 

No.  The On-Track report indicates the areas of strength and the areas that clearly need improvement if you child is to 

maintain the progress necessary to graduate with a regular diploma. 

 What can I do to help my child get or remain On-Track? 

Talk to your child, review their work, regularly check Home Access Center (HAC), visit or email teachers and ask 

questions when necessary.  Together, you can discuss what can be done at both school and home to benefit your 

child.  Remaining aware of your child’s school performance is vital. 

 My child seems to be doing fine this school year.  Is that in the On-Track report? 

Hood River County’s On-Track for Success report is calculated using data from the most recently completed semester.  If 

your child is off to a strong start this year, it will be reflected on their next On-Track report. 

 What if my child is in a specific program leading to a Modified Diploma or Alternative Certificate? 

Parents of high school students with a documented history of a disability and a goal of achieving a Modified Diploma or 

Alternative Certificate should see their case managers for details on being on-track to graduation.  Parents of K-8 children 

with a documented history of a disability will receive information of their child’s IEP goals and may receive an On-Track 

report. 

 Can I access this report through HAC? 

No.  However, the Attendance and Coursework components of the On-Track report are available through HAC. 

 Why is behavior included in determining On-Track? 

Negative behavior impacts student learning.  For example, acting out in class indicates a lack of engagement in what is 

being taught.  Office discipline referrals can also take a student out of class, resulting in a loss of instructional time. 

 Is this report part of my child's permanent record? 

No.  However, attendance, office referrals, report cards and state test scores are on file at the school and these indicators 

are used to create each child’s On-Track status. 

 Will this report affect my child’s grades? 

No.  The On-Track report is reflective of your child’s grades and overall school performance based on last semester’s 

data. 



 My child seems to be an average student.  How could they not be On-Track? 

The On-Track report includes four important indicators, and some people may not consider all of them as factors for being 

On-Track for graduation.  While student performance can fluctuate, it is important to focus on the areas of the On-Track 

report where your child may be displaying some risk or shown to be at-risk. 

 How will I know about my child’s progress the rest of the year? 

While this report is compiled semiannually, your child will continue to receive report cards throughout the school year 

and their Attendance and Coursework performance are also available online through HAC.  It is also important to stay in 

touch with your child’s teacher to remain aware of their progress at school. 

 Where can I learn more about being On-Track? 

Literature is available online, including On Track for Success: The Use of Early Warning Indicators and Intervention 

Systems to Build a Grad Nation.  This is an extensive report that includes the latest research about On-Track systems. 

 School Safety 

 I am re-printing Superintendent Dan Goldman’s email that went out to all families and staff over the weekend.  I highly 
recommend you read this document.  He did a very good job of providing resources and detailing what we are doing as a 
school district to keep our kids safe.  I was especially impressed with the Center For Parenting Education website on how 
to talk to kids about traumatic events.  

 http://centerforparentingeducation.org/library-of-articles/healthy-communication/when-disaster-strikes-talking-to-
children-about-traumatic-events/#tips 

 Message from Superintendent Goldman on School Safety 

 All the educators in the Hood River County School District would like to express our deepest, deepest sympathies to 

staff, students, families and community of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. Students and 

staff in our nation's schools deserve to feel - and be - safe while learning and teaching. In light of yet another school 

shooting tragedy - and the ensuing copycat social media threat here at home - we know many parents and community 

members might want additional information about how our schools are working hard to ensure the safety and security of 

our students and staff. We often state that “school safety is our top priority;” and it truly is. 

 We have very strong partnerships with the Hood River County Sheriff's Office, the Hood River Police Department and 

other local emergency responders. Our collaborative work has been highlighted across the state of Oregon as a best 

practice model in school safety: we develop procedures together, we practice together, and our communication systems 

are coordinated. As a community-wide team, we’ve implemented best practices such as the Standard Response Protocol 

and the Standard Reunification Method. We have a full time, uniformed Sheriff’s Deputy positioned in our schools, with 

an office at Hood River Valley High School. We are also a model district in the implementation of school-wide 

prevention strategies such as school-wide Positive Behavior and Intervention Support (which has been demonstrated in 

research and practice to improve social, emotional and academic outcomes for all students) and prosocial skills/anti-

bullying instruction using Second Steps and Lions Quest curricula.  

 In addition, we have been improving safety through a number of bond construction projects. Upcoming improvements 

include redesigned entryways in many schools (May St., Mid Valley, Wy’east, HRVHS are all in design with more to 

follow), new classroom entryway hardware across all schools, new communication and surveillance infrastructure, and 

new electronic access controls are being installed at every school. We are so very appreciative of the wonderful support of 

our Hood River County community and are prioritizing our resources to elevate school safety. 
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As much as we implement best practices in prevention - or proactively train and plan for emergency situations - tragedies 

like the recent event in Florida are certainly difficult to comprehend. Personally, I vacillate between intense sadness and 

anger - and so many other emotions in between. We know it may also trigger emotional responses among our students, 

parents, staff and community members, and we will do all we can to support them. We have expertly trained mental health 

professionals and counselors at every one of our schools - please reach out to them if you feel you need support. Also, 

please talk with your children. Everyone is able to manage upsetting news better when there is more clarity about the 

event. Children need information just as adults do. Knowing what to say at home with your own children or family 

members can be challenging. In times like these, talking things over openly and of course in an age-appropriate manner is 

helpful. I also know that as parents and family members you will navigate this carefully and decide about doing what is 

best at home for your own children. 

 Obviously, school shootings also trigger a politicization of the issues at hand. Wherever you land on the political 

spectrum, we can all agree that we never, ever want children or our dedicated educators to be in harm's way - here in 

Hood River or anywhere else. It really takes the entire community to keep each other safe. If you or your child have any 

concern about potential violence, we ask you to immediately share that information with your school principal or school 

counselor. If uncomfortable for any reason, use this anonymous method for sharing concerning information or call/text 

844-472-3367.  

 For those of you who want to learn more, we will be discussing “School Safety and Crisis Response” at length at our next 

School Board meeting on February 28 at 6:30pm in the gym at Pine Grove School. 

Please join us in our efforts to keep everyone safe at school - it really is our top priority. Take care and thank you for your 

ongoing support. 

Sincerely, 

 Dan Goldman 

Superintendent | Hood River County School District 

    

Talking to Children about Traumatic Events 

Disasters or incidents of violence can be disturbing to children. Whether it is a natural disaster, a man-made crisis or a 

violent incident, a child does not have to experience an event personally to feel anxiety. With recent events in the news, 

we want to provide a resource that may help guide conversations with students and children. 

 The Center for Parenting Education has a very comprehensive webpage with guidelines for talking to children about 

traumatic events. It includes: 

 tips for talking to children of all ages about traumatic events 
 understanding children's reaction to trauma 
 how children show anxiety 

 We also encourage parents with specific concerns to reach out to school counselors or psychologists. 

 SafeOregon Tipline 

 Creating a safe learning environment is a critical part of helping each child achieve academic success. SafeOregon is a 

statewide school safety tip line that gives kids, parents, schools and their communities a way to report safety threats or 

potential acts of violence. SafeOregon gives students another path for communicating with school administration when 

school safety incidents occur. 
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 How does SafeOregon work? 

Students, parents, and school staff can access SafeOregon through the web form on the SafeOregon website, or by text, 

email, live call and mobile app. 

 TO REPORT A TIP: CALL OR TEXT 844-472-3367 

 March Middle Years 

This issue March 2018 Middle Years.pdf  has good articles on Planning for Standardized Tests and The Dangers of 
Internet Challenges. 

Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns, or words of praise for the people or programs of 
Hood River Middle School.  Have a great day! 

    Brent 

Brent M. Emmons, Principal 
Hood River Middle School 

 
 All For One, One For All 
Todos Por Uno, Uno Por Todos 
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